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Directive on the Use of Materials and Decorations During 
Temporary Events at STCC 

 

 
1. Purpose 

This directive defines the conditions applicable to the introduction, installation, and temporary 

storage of materials and decorative elements during events organized in the STCC building, in 

order to ensure fire safety for persons and property. 

 
 

 
2. Scope 

This directive applies to any temporary event involving the addition of: 

• Decorations made of cardboard, paper, light wood, textiles, curtains, carpets, decorative letters 

• Scenic elements 

• Temporary structures 

• Booths, panels, fabrics, wall covering 

• Any material likely to increase the fire load of the premises 

 

 
3. Material Requirements 

 
3.1. Reaction to fire 

 
Decorations in areas accessible to the public must be made of materials classified at least as (RF2). 

 
Decorations made of materials classified as (RF2cr, RF3, RF3cr) are prohibited in areas accessible to 
the public, including in the presence of a sprinkler system, unless specific authorization is granted by the 
safety service. 

 
All decorations without a fire reaction classification are also prohibited. 

 
Product certificates / technical data sheets indicating the fire reaction classification must be available 
upon request. 
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3.2. Certificates and Recognition of Classifications 

For any decorative element requiring a fire reaction classification (in particular curtains, drapes, 

carpets, textile coverings, decorative letters, panels, etc.), a valid certificate must be provided 

upon request. 

The following requirements apply: 

 

• The certificate must be issued by a testing laboratory accredited in accordance with the applicable 
European or Swiss standards. 

• The test report or certificate must clearly indicate: 

o The test standard used 

o The classification obtained, 
o The precise identification of the tested product.. 

• Manufacturer declarations without an official test report are not sufficient. 

 
3.3. Correspondence of Classifications 

In accordance with the Fire Protection Directive AEAI 13-15fr “Building Materials and Building 

Elements”: 

• Example: A European classification B-s2,d0 corresponds to an RF2 material (low contribution to 
fire) 

• A curtain holding a B-s2,d0 certificate issued by an accredited laboratory therefore complies with 
the RF2 requirement applicable to areas accessible to the public. 

In the absence of a valid certificate or in case of doubt regarding the authenticity of the document, the 

material shall be considered non-compliant and may not be installed. 
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What Does B-s2,d0 Mean at STCC? 

 
(The above classification is provided for illustrative purposes only.) 

 
According to the Fire Protection Directive AEAI 13-15fr 
“Building Materials and Building Elements”: 

 
A material classified B-s2,d0 corresponds to the Swiss category RF2 (low contribution to fire). 

 
This means that it is permitted for decorative use in areas accessible to the public, provided that all 
other requirements of the directive are met (installation conditions, distance from heat sources, no 
obstruction of escape routes, etc.). 

 
If you would like, I can also add a short technical explanation of what the individual components B, 
s2, and d0 specifically indicate. 
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4. Installation and Safety of Persons 

Decorations must not constitute an additional fire hazard nor increase the risk of fire and smoke spread. 

They must be arranged in such a way that: 

• The safety of persons is not compromised; 

• Signage for escape and rescue routes, as well as emergency exits, remains clearly visible at all 
times; 

• Emergency lighting is neither obscured nor rendered ineffective; 

• Exits are neither concealed nor blocked; 

• Fire detection and firefighting equipment (manual call points, detectors, extinguishers, fire hose 
reels, sprinklers), as well as smoke and heat extraction systems, are neither concealed nor 
obstructed in their operation; 

• They cannot be ignited by radiation from lamps, heating appliances, motors, or similar equipment, 
and no dangerous accumulation of heat can occur. 

 
 

 
5. Specific Prohibitions 

It is strictly prohibited to: 

 

• Place combustible decorations in escape and rescue routes; 

• Suspend elements beneath sprinkler heads or in the immediate vicinity of fire detectors; 

• Install curtains, fabrics, or panels less than 0.5 m from halogen luminaires or other heat sources; 

• Use open flames, candles, torches, or pyrotechnic devices without formal authorization. 
 
 

 

6. Fire Load 

 
The introduction of combustible materials increases the fire load of the premises and may alter the fire 
development scenario. 

 
In this regard: 

 

• The quantities of combustible materials must be limited to what is strictly necessary. 

• Large accumulations of cardboard, textiles, or wooden elements are prohibited. 

• Any large or significant installation must be submitted in advance to the Safety Service for 
validation. 

• Technical rooms and protected areas must under no circumstances be used to store combustible 
materials. 

• The EPFL Safety Service is responsible for determining an appropriate storage location. 
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7. Fire Load 

The introduction of combustible materials increases the fire load of the premises and may alter the fire 

development scenario. 

In this regard: 

 

• The quantities of combustible materials must be limited to what is strictly necessary. 

• Large accumulations of cardboard, textiles, or wooden elements are prohibited. 

• Any large or significant installation must be submitted in advance to the Safety Service for 
validation. 

• Technical rooms and protected areas must under no circumstances be used for storing 
combustible materials. 

• The EPFL Safety Service is responsible for determining an appropriate storage location. 
 

 

8. Temporary Storage 

The storage of materials before, during, and after the event must comply with the following principles: 

 

• No storage in escape routes. 

• No storage in front of fire protection equipment. 

• Temporary reserves must be limited in volume. 

• Materials must be stored in an orderly and stable manner and kept away from heat sources. 

• Combustible waste must be removed regularly and must not accumulate in the premises. 

 
Overnight storage of large quantities of combustible materials may be prohibited depending on the 

configuration of the premises. 
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9. Acess-Free Zone 

 
The areas marked in green on the plan below must remain clear at all times. 

 
Campus level 
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Garden level 

 

 

10. Submission of Certificates and Authorization Requests 

 
All fire reaction certificates, test reports, technical data sheets, as well as any questions regarding 
the use of materials and decorative elements for an event at STCC, must be submitted for prior 
validation to: 

 

• lutfi.sakiri@epfl.ch 

 
All documents must be submitted well in advance of the event to allow sufficient time for review and 
verification. 
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11. Certificat example 
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